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“We wants to ensure that children 
have every possibility for success,
productivity and the realisation 
of potential”
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Organisation Background

Ikageng is a community based 
welfare organisation founded in 
2001 in Orlando West Soweto. 
It was founded on humanitarian 
principles to serve and support 
children of Soweto, particularly 
those affected by HIV and AIDS. 

In response to the worsening 
vulnerability of South African 
children, the organisation now 
employs professional staff to 
provide support to a wide range 
of children in need of care in 
Soweto. At present, Ikageng 
is rendering services to 827 
beneficiaries.

Ikageng; is a Tswana word 
meaning, ‘self-improvement’ 
and the organisation stands for 
protection and empowerment of 
children, giving them hope and 
strengthening their capacity to be 
the best that they can be. 

The organisation believes in the 
inherent potential in human 
beings that we ensure effective 
delivery of health, nutrition, 

education and social services as 
vehicles of social change. Most 
children from surrounding high 
density suburbs and informal 
settlements are exposed to 
crammed living conditions, 
(indecent accommodation), poor 
sanitary conditions, inadequate 
food and rampant drug and 
alcohol abuse. 

The majority of these children 
are orphaned and vulnerable 
living in single parent headed, 
grandparent headed or child 
headed households.

Our community development 
approach aims at addressing 
historical imbalances through 
collective empowerment, 
facilitating processes that 
help the poor, vulnerable and 
marginalized to regain control 
over their lives.
 

Ikageng is 
rendering 

services to 827 
beneficiaries.
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A community where children have greater 
opportunity to live like children and social 
cohesion (ubuntu) allows for child friendly 
society that helps them realise their full 
potential.

Vision
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Ikageng exists within the community of Soweto 
to improve the quality of life for orphaned 
and vulnerable children through effective 
programming around education, health and 
other social services support.

Accountability

We best serve our clients through having 
efficient and effective processes in place, 
consulting with all stakeholders and tracking 
our progress regularly, in order for us to 
remain at all times consciously liable for the 
attainment of our vision and sustainability of 
our organisation Passion

We complete our tasks from day-to-day driven 
by a commitment to provide our clients with 
sacrificial care and unconditional acceptance 

Family

We pride ourselves on being a home to all our 
clients, providing a nurturing and welcoming 
environment, a safe haven for them Respect
We commit to recognising others before 
ourselves, including our colleagues, board, 
clients and community 

Hope

We have a great conviction that we can 
contribute to the greater good, instilling hope 
in the hopeless through an attitude of service

Our community Based project is based 
in Soweto where the HIV/AIDS scourge 
has decimated families, leaving several 
children orphaned and vulnerable. 
Schooling in these communities is 
in crisis. The children are often from 
single parent or grandparent headed 
households with limited education and 
very few resources. Their families are, 
in all likelihood, surviving on a state 
pension or social grant. Most of these 
families lack resources and in their 
struggles for basic provisions motivation 
for study in children is very low.

Ikageng programming is informed by 
its vast experience in working with 
historically disadvantaged communities 
since inception. It has proved that 
with the right kind of support all 
young people will make the best of an 
opportunity, succeed with

Mission

Value

Project Context



 IKAGENG CORPORATE PROFILE | 5 

Ikageng mainly conduct prevention and 
therapy programmes, individual and family 
intervention; sometimes through group work 
sessions, seminars and structured meetings. 

Our community development approach 
aims at addressing historical imbalances 
through collective empowerment, facilitating 
processes that help the poor, vulnerable and 
marginalised to regain control over their lives.

We believe provision of effective education 
and health services are some of the main 
means of alleviating poverty and raising the 
status of women in South Africa. 

We thus, seek to attain social development 
through professional intervention at personal, 
family, community and civic level by working 
cooperatively with the departments of 
education, Social Development, Health and 
Local Authorities. The following are our main 
programme areas:

Programmes that we run

Health Support

This programme gives care and support 
to children and adults who have chronic 
conditions. We facilitate proper diagnosis by 
ensuring supervised clinic referrals and patients 
on ART are transported to appropriate clinics 
and hospitals on a monthly basis. 

Home visits are also conducted to ensure 
adherence to treatment. Basic home care 
is also conducted when the need arises. At 
present we do have 54 patients who are 
receiving health services form Ikageng. We 
also conduct health screening service and 
support group for RVD’s..

Nutritional Support

This is one of the key interventions to 
the constant challenge of child headed 
households, and other orphaned and 
vulnerable children in Soweto; including those 
with chronic conditions. We are aware that 
decent meals are hard to come by hence we 
provide nutritious food parcels on a monthly 
basis to the households where these children 
live. We also help to start and run nutritional 
gardens for families to produce the food they 
need, themselves. 

We also ensure availability of vitamins and 
minerals supplements to over 80% of the 
beneficiaries in need of nutritional support. 
These are mainly children on Anti Retroviral 
Treatment. 265 families are benefiting from 
Ikageng’s nutrition support.
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• Foster Care Programme

Ikageng works mainly with formal foster 
carers properly screened by the Department 
of Social welfare. These are house parents 
who provide accommodation for the 
children in our programmes. 

We however mostly experience more 
children than formal foster carers hence we 
go out of our way to support those families 
hosting orphaned and vulnerable children 
even before they are screened to qualify for 
government foster care grant. 

These house parents need capacity building 
with parenting skills given the nature 
of the children they look after. We also 
refer prospective foster families to the 
Department of Social Development for 
screening. Ikageng has 10 children who are 
being looked after by 6 foster parents.

Psychosocial Support

This is mainstreamed in all our programme 
areas. Some of the main sectional activities 
include providing initial professional contact 
with clients requiring support/assistance from 
Ikageng. 

It also supervises the conduct of our home 
visits and provides for effective understanding 
of the clients we serve including running 
psychosocial support groups for clients in 
similar circumstances. 

To ensure quality education, children are 
taken for quarterly workshops to harness 
their skills and their attitude towards life (life 
skills programs). All our beneficiaries receive 
psychosocial support from the organisation. 
We conduct new intake assessment screening 
and internal referrals for required assistance 
bereavement counseling and general 
counseling for walk in clients conduct 
workshop and awareness campaigns on child 
protection facilitate child care forums. Do 
external referrals to psychologist and child 
welfare for placement.

Education Support

The education programme ensures that all 
children enrolled with Ikageng are placed in 
institutions of learning and development from 
ECD to tertiary. Ikageng has 591 children who 
are enrolled at different schools this year. We 
provide for the children’s uniforms and other 
learning needs and provide a link between the 
schools and families. 

We do all we can to make parents or 
caregivers interested in children’s education 
as well as motivate the children to remain in 
school for the best possible grades. Emphasis 
is placed on excellence in areas of studies 
and academic performance. We facilitate 
the payment of fees, retention of children in 
schools and provide after school support to 
motivate children for improved results.



 IKAGENG CORPORATE PROFILE | 7 

• IKAGENG provides for the basic needs of orphaned and vulnerable children 
(OVC).These needs include monthly food parcel delivery, clothing, water, 
electricity, school fees, uniforms and supplies transport. 

• Visits each home a minimum of three times a week. 
• Delivers food parcels on a monthly basis. 
• Applies for bursaries for children for tertiary education.
• Assists with job applications for children moving into the workplace.
• Facilitates events and activities to help the children in their holistic 

development. 
• Assists with the acquisition of ID documents. 
• Provide after school care, home work support, including a drop in centre.

Activities

As a non profit, Ikageng relies on volunteers and the 
charitable giving of people who care about the future 
of our South African children. We offer our special and 
sincere thanks to all who make donations of time, money, 
supplies, and other resources. Your generosity makes us 
successful!

We also undertake to provide detailed project write up 
for any project of interest to any partner. Any amount of 
funding is also appreciated as these are already running 
projects that require capacity enhancement.

Your involvement



www.ikageng.org.za

IKAGENG

Physical Address: 

Orlando West People’s Centre
8299 Mahalefele & Sisulu Road
Orlando West ,Soweto
South Africa 

EMAIL: ovecare@ikageng.org.za
TEL: (+27)11 536 0681 (w) 

CONTACT


